
 

 

Minister’s Jottings for March 2022 
 

I don’t know if anyone has ever said to you, ‘Be a Christian, it’s wonderful. Follow 
Jesus, it’s all about love and support and grace and comfort.’ I don’t agree. If you’re 
reading this thinking, ‘I’ll start going to church, just to make my life easier,’ this message 
isn’t for you.  

 
Yes, being a Christian, and knowing Jesus as Lord, having his Spirit inside us, 

following him, is the best thing that can ever happen to you; but no one said it was easy. 
The bible makes that clear. If we are ‘Christ-followers, ’we should remember that we follow 
someone crucified; someone with little money, not many possessions; who died early, 
misunderstood, hated and abandoned. When we follow Jesus, everything other than early 
crucifixion is a bonus. So, when we say, ‘I want to follow Jesus, ’do we mean it? Or do we 
simply mean, ‘I want Jesus to help me get what I want.’ 

 
That’s a big misunderstanding. The Apostle Paul, in the Bible told off the church at 

Corinth for having that attitude. And it still happens today. Some people who call 
themselves Christians don’t really follow Jesus. They do the tradition, show up at church; 
but, when it comes to anything harder, they back off. 
Don’t get me wrong: if you are reading this, and you haven’t given your life to Jesus, then I 
would love to see you do so. But you can’t define ‘being a Christian’ as going to church 
and following some rules. That’s not the point. The Apostle Paul continually said to the 
people in Corinth, ‘I’m not giving you rules; but I’m saying this so that you might live IN 
DEVOTION TO THE LORD.’  
 

It should be all for Jesus. He challenged them, and us, to ask, ‘What if we gathered 
up all our energies and desires, and said, “Jesus, teach me how to fully express the heart 
of God in the way I am RIGHT NOW.”’  Following Jesus is all-embracing. It means living 
his way, no matter what. It means not living for what we can get out of it, but living to share 
the way of our God of love in everything - with our energies, our money, our homes, our 
hospitality. It means bringing all our energy into being content WHERE WE ARE; to focus 
on being good Christians, instead of pursuing contentment elsewhere. After all, 
contentment never fully comes. We know that. The grass is always greener. Paul 
challenges us all. 
 

So, don’t become a Christian, unless you mean it. Go away and think about it. Be 
sure. Then, if you are sure, find someone who can teach you, who can tell of Jesus and of 
the all-consuming life you can live.  
 
Have a wonderful spring.  
Duncan 

 


